HAROLD 


& BRIEF HISTORY 


In an around 1991 two high school students from Oshawa, ON (Canada), 
who decided to form a Thrash Metal band. ‘Two other musicians were 
contacted (who were known trom their Junior high school days), to form 


this band. All four were young and just getting to know their instruments. 


Weekend jam sessions would take place in the drummers basement and 
as time progressed a fifth member would be inducted into this group. The 
group choose the moniker Infestation and would try and write material. 
‘Two early tunes which arose from these scattered sessions were called 
“Summerland (Beyond)” and “Degluttion of Defecation”. 





‘Throughout these weekend jam sessions, some of the members would 
show up for rehearsal and others would not. With the cassette recorder 
rolling, the drummer and guitarist would attempt to make compositions 


and would improvise, making noise, calling it Industrial music. 





With Infestation mainly on hold, due to no one showing up for 
rehearsals, the two would invent and tape record under different 
pseudonyms. Monikers such as Just Noize and Implanted were chosen, 
all the while moving far away from its intention of a Thrash metal group to 
more of a noise oriented rock. ‘This was largely due to the lack of ability to 
play ‘Thrash metal music. So the two worked within their boundaries and 
would produce gawd awful noise. 


An alliance was forming between the drummer & guitarist; the two would 


talk about future plans and what musical direction they would like go in. 


Both musicians wanted to make it in the music industry and go 


somewhere. 
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Eventually the one guitarist and bassist/vocalist were scrapped and another 
guitarist was inducted into the fold alongside the drummer and guitarist, 
who by now had switched from guitar to bass guitar. 


Under this new construct things started to take shape and this group was 
christened Harold, which was named after an American red-eared turtle 


(who in turn was named atter the song by the American band Primus, 
“Harold of the Rocks”). 





By 1993 weekly jam sessions were held between the drummers house and 
the guitarists house and a fifth member was added to the fold. Things, 
especially songs, were beginning to take shape. All the tracks had lyrics 
written for them but no one sang, so the songs were performed as 
instrumentals. ‘The song “£cstasies” would be worked on in this period 
(and could span anywhere from five to twenty minutes in length). A tape 
recorded version of this track (performed with two bass guitars) would 
eventually be submitted for inclusion on a local compilation tape called 
“Dysfunctional Blender: A Durham Regional Compilation of Local 
Talent”. 





Around this time, the original guitarist was losing interest and it was 


decided, without his knowledge, to go ahead without him. “£csfasies” was 
performed before a small crowd at a Death Metal show (szurks and al). 
Harold was included on a local festival bill, Lozerpalooza (a take on the 
more popular US festival of the tme, Lollapalooza) and performed a 
three song, 15 minute set. With the drummer on vaction in Switzerland at 
the time, Harold performed as a three piece with bass, guitar and the 
gultarist playing drums. 
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855 Westney All Ages - 8 pm 
Road Souih, Ajax $5. 00 Saturday Sept. 18th 


With a track on a local compilation, a show at Durham’s infamous Pizza 
Pinos planned, things were beginning to look well for Harold but 
conditions were changing within the group and after the show the band 
rehearsals became less and less. Much like what had happened to the 
original guitarist happened to the bassist; the other three members went 
on to form another group without the bassist and that was pretty much the 


end of Harold. 


What is presented here (or rather preserved here) 1s a rare recording 
rehearsal from Harold. The songs were to be performed for Harold’s one 
and only proper show, at Durham’s Pizza Pinos in Ajax, ON. Missing 
from this rehearsal tape 1s the final track in the set list which was called 
“She Was A Little Boy’. Vhe set had been recorded but both “She Was 
A Little Boy’ and the recording of the show has been lost to the ages. 
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01. Pyrogenics 


(2. Ecstasies 

03. Crust Of Dawn (Ancient Journey) 
04. Above the Below 

05. Thinner 

06. Implanted 

07. The Leprechaun 


08. Ecstasies - Bonus - Originally appears on the 1994 “Dysfunctional Blender: A 
Durham Regional Compilation of Local Talent” 


09. Born In The 70s [Bonus] (Cover of Headcramp ‘s Born In The 70s) 
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A 1993 rehearsal cassette tape by Canadian band Harold from Oshawa, ON. Harold were 
outsiders of the Durham Regional scene that was happening at that time in the early 90's. The 
band performed few shows and appeared on a local compilation tape at the time 
(“Dysfunctional Blender: A Durham Regional Compilation of Local Talent”). They eventually 
disbanded altogether. Presented here is digitized copy of a rehearsal of Harold’s last show. 


